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DISCOVERY OF LOW LEVEL RAD WASTE IN AN 
AREA IN THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF THE 
PRODUCTION FACILITY 
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LETTER 



0 
Richard F. Celeste 

Governor 

March 9,  1988 

M r .  James A. Reafsnyder 
U.S. DOE 
P.O. Box 398705 
C ic inna t i ,  OH 45239 

Dear M r .  ' Reafsnyder: 

T h i s  le t ter  i s  to  acknowledge Margaret Wilson's phone c a l l  on March 
2, 1988, to  inform us of t h e  discovery of l o w  l e v e l  rad waste i n  an 
area i n  t h e  no r theas t  c o r n e r  of t h e  production f a c i l i t y .  , W e  under- 
s t a n d  t h a t  the ma te r i a l  is mostly uranium powder and sc rap  metal, 
poss ib ly  f r o m  an old drum b a i l i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

The discovery of  t h i s  material leads us  t o  request DOE/Westinghouse 
to  review the following areas of concern: 

1. Is t h e  walkover screening  being done using t h e  FILbtCR 
adequate for a s s e s s i n g  r a d i o l o g i c a l  contamination? 
t h i s  area had already been screened, we are concerned 
t h a t  t h e  screening did n o t  detect a problem and t h e  
-excavation for t h e  new bu i ld ing  was allowed to proceed. 

Since  

- 

2. H a s  DOE/Westinghouse conducted a thorough review of 
p a s t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  FKPC? 
review of files, in te rv iewing  p a s t  employees, reviewing 
a e r i a l  photographs, etc. I t  seems t h a t  a thorough 
review of a number of t hese  sources could have f lagged 
t h i s  area. 

This  review should inc lude  

I suggest t h a t  w e  d i scuss  these and other related i s s u e s  w i t h  USEPA 
on Wednesday, A p r i l  6 ,  fol lowing t h e  nex t  technica l  information 
exchange session.  
need to  be made to  the work plan.  

Sincerely,  

During t h i s  meeting w e  can discuss  what r e v i s i o n s  

Graham E. Mi t che l l  
Unit  Supervisor 
Div i s ion  of Water Q u a l i t y  Management 6 Assessment 

cc: Jack Van Kley, 
Katherine McCorl 
Amy Blumburg 
Margaret Wilson 


